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From  which  it  would  api^car  that  the  ])rincipal  duties  imposed 
upon  the  Commission  l)v  the  Act  were: 

hirst.  To  visit  the  l)attle  fields  of  France  and  Belttinm  and 
ascertain  the  points  where  Fennsylvania  troops  were  en^-ai^ed  dnrin;.;- 
the  war. 

Second.  Determine  the  points  where  monuments  and  ma''Wers 
shall  hereafter  he  erected. 

dhird.  Determine  the  character  and  desit^'u  of  such  monu- 
ments and  markers. 

Fourth.  Ascertain  as  near  as  ])ossil)le,  the  cost  of  the  prepara- 
tion and  erection  of  such  monuments  and  markers. 

h'ifth.  I'mter  into  agreements  with  the  (lovernments  of  h'rance 
and  ]fel_”‘inm  to  secure  ])ermi.ssion  for  the  erection  of  such  monuments 
and  markers. 

Si.xth.  Make  a re])ort  of  its  ])roceeditp”;s  to  the  (.leneral 
Assemblv  of  Fenns\  l\  ania  not  later  than  the  first  Monday  of 
Fehrnary,  1923. 

hhe  first  and  .second  duties  of  the  Commission,  i.  e.,  to  visit 
the  battle  fields  of  h'rance  and  Itelsfinm  and  ascertain  where  I’ennsyl- 
vania  troo])s  were  enyn'i”;ed.  and  determine  the  ])oints  where  monu- 
ments and  markers  should  he  erected  ma\'  well  he  treated  as  one 
matter. 


h'or  this  ])urpose  the  Commission  sailed  for  h'rance  on  May 
24th,  1922,  hut  ])Hor  to  its  sailin,”-  the  members  of  the  Commission 
obtained  much  information  of  value  from  the  Cnited  .States  War 
De])artment,  from  consultin'^-  ollicial  war  maps,  by  conference  with 

the  members  of  a similar  c'ommission  ])re\ionsl \-  appointed  in  the 
State  of  .Massachnsett'-  which  had  already  visited  the  battle  fields, 
and  with  the  Battle  .Monuments  P>oard  of  the  W ar  Department,  which 
had  been  a])pointed  b\  the  .Secretarv  of  War  to  i)rej)are  a detailed 
])roject  for  marking-  the  *\merican  battle  fields  in  h'.nrope. 

l'])on  the  arri\al  of  the  Commission  in  h'rance,  an  interview 
was  had  with  the  h'rcnch  War  De])artment,  as  a result  of  which  it 
was  decided  to  make  a thoron^-h  study  of  the  entire  western  front, 
Captain  Le  Roche  of  the  J'rench  .\rmy,  who  had  assisted  the  com- 
mission from  Massachusetts  in  its  investigation,  being-  detailed  to 
accompanv  ami  assist  the  commission  in  every  way  possible. 


Two  weeks  were  spent  in  a survey  of  the  battle  fields  of  France 
and  Belgium,  special  attention  l^eing  paid  to  the  battle  fields  on  which 
troops  from  Pennsylvania  were  engaged. 


Subsequentlv  more  detailed  inspections  and  investigations  were 
made  of  the  battle  fields,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission, 
possessed  sites  or  points  upon  which  monuments  could  he  most 
advantageouslv  erected  to  commemorate  the  achievements  of  f’enn- 
svlvania  soldiers,  much  of  the  ground  being  familiar  to  the  meml>ers 
of  the  Commission  from  having  been  engaged  thereon  during  the  war. 

Based  upon  all  the  information  and  facts  obtainable  and  from 
personal  observation  of  the  l)attle  fields  in  days  of  peace,  and  with 
the  belief  that  when  monuments  and  markers  are  erected,  they  should 
be  so  located  as  to  be  connected  with  some  notable  achievement  of 
Pennsylvania  troo])s,  the  Commission  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing recommendations : 


1.  That  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  28th  Division  was  a 100% 
Pennsylvania  Organization,  existing  long  jndor  to  the  war  as  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and  having  taking  part  as  such  in  the 
War  with  Spain  and  in  the  Mexican  Border  Service,  that  some  of  its 
hardest  fighting  in  France  was  in  the  Argonne  in  and  about  the  town 
of  \'arennes,  which  town  is  famous  in  French  Flistory,  that  the  Place 
du  Chateau  owned  by  the  town  has  been  offered  as  a site  for  a monu- 
ment, that  the  old  Chateau  Site  which  adjoins  the  Place  du  Chateau 
can  be  purchased  reasonably,  thereby  enlarging  the  Place  and  which 
overlooks  much  of  the  surrounding  country,  the  Place  du  Chateau 
in  the  town  of  A'arennes,  Department  of  Meuse,  would  be  an  ideal 
point  for  a PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  MEMORIAL  to  be  erected 
to  commemorate  the  achievements  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsvlvania 
who  served  on  the  battle  fields  of  France  and  Belgium  and  to  ner- 
petuate  the  memories  of  those  who  fell  in  the  war  against  Germanv 
and  her  allies. 

2.  For  the  same  reasons  cited  in  the  previous  recommenda- 
tion and  for  the  additional  sentimental  reasons,  that  it  would  replace 
a wooden  bridge  built  by  United  States  Army  Engineers  still  in  use, 
with  a modern  structure  which  would  be  of  material  assistance  to  the 
French  people  of  that  community,  and  thereby  fixing  permanentlv  in 
their  minds  the  memory  of  their  friends  from  Pennsvlvania,  it  is 
further  recommended  that  a MEMC)RIAL  BRIDGE  be  erected  span- 
ning the  Wsle  River  between  Fismes  and  Fismet,  Department  of 
Aisne,  the  sub-structure  to  be  in  accordance  with  I'rench  National 
Engineers’  plans,  and  the  super-structure  to  be  a suitable  memorial 
to  the  28th  Division,  which  was  actively  engaged  at  this  point. 


3.  It  is  further  recommended  that  a monument  l)e  erected  at 
iMontfancon,  1 )epartment  of  Meuse,  as  a suitable  memorial  to  those 
i *enns\ Ivanians  who  senrefl  with  the  79th  l)i\’isi(m,  and  who  foiudit 
so  valiantiv  in  this  Sector.  Montfoucon,  "'eo^-rajihically  is  the  out- 
standing' ])oint  in  that  ])art  of  France,  the  (lerman  Crown  I’rince  had 
his  Mead(|narters  and  ( dhservatory  here  during  the  ojierations  in  and 
about  W'rdim,  and  it  has  been  selected  by  the  h'rench  Covernment  as 
one  of  the  i>laces  to  he  kept  in  its  ]>resent  condition  of  ruin  to  c<>m- 
niemorate  the  sacrifices  of  war.  'I  bis  site  has  also  been  recommended 
by  the  79th  Division  .Vssociation  as  a location  for  this  monnm.ent.  'lO 
commemorate  the  heroic  deeds  of  that  Division  in  I'rance. 

4.  It  is  also  recommended  that  a monument  he  erected  at 
Xantillois,  Department  of  Meuse,  as  a suitable  memorial  to  those 
Fennsylvanians  who  served  with  the  80th  Division,  whose  gallant 
fighting  in  this  immediate  locality  did  so  much  to  release  this  territorv 
from  the  hand  of  the  invader,  which  point  is  apjiroved  hv  the  80th 
I )i\'ision  ,\ssociation. 

5.  It  is  further  recommended  that  a monument  be  erected  at 
Andenard.  in  Ilelginm,  as  a suit.able  memorial  to  the  53rd  I'ield 
Arti!ler\'  Hrigade  of  the  28th  Division,  which  l->rigade  after  its 
Division  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  Argonne  was  transferred  to 
Ilelginm,  and  while  at'ached  to  the  91st  Division  ojierated  so  success- 
fully and  gallantly  as  to  win  the  commendation  of  the  King  of 
Ilelginm  and  the  Commanding  ( leneral  of  the  91st  Division. 

TIllRD.  Character  and  design  of  monuments  and  markers. 

Much  information  with  reference  to  the  character  and  design 
of  the  monuments  was  obt.ained  by  consultation  with  the  Beaux  Arts 
('ommission  of  l-'rance,  and  the  Commission  was  r'er\'  materiallv 
assisted  in  deciding  on  the  character  and  design  of  the  monuments 
and  bridge  to  be  recommended  by  Major  Thomas  II.  Atherton,  jr., 
of  Wilkes- Marre,  1 ’emmyl vania,  who  having  served  over  seas  with 
the  I *enns\  1 vania  troops  took  an  unusual  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Commission,  and  without  comiiensation  has  jireiiared  sketches  of  the 
])ro])osed  memorials  as  outlined  in  the  foregoing  recommendations, 
which  sketches  are  submitted  as  part  of  this  rejiort. 

FtlCRl'll.  Cost  of  the  prejiaration  ami  erection  of  State 
Memorial,  IMonumeuts  and  Bridge. 

From  the  best  information  obtainable  it  is  estimated  that  the 
ma.ximum  cost  of  the  State  Memorial,  Monuments  and  Bridge  com- 
])lete  will  total  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  apportioned 
as  follows; 


State  Memorial  at  X'erennes,  Department  of  Meuse $180,000 

28th  Division  Alemorial  Bridge  at  Fisme-Fismet $ 30,000 

79th  Division  Memorial  Monument  at  Montfoncon .$  5.3,000 

80th  Division  ^Memorial  Monument  at  Xantillois $ 20,000 

53rd  Field  Artillery  Brigade  Memorial  Alonument, 

at  Audenard,  Belgium.- $ 15,000 


It  is  recommended  that  an  appropriation  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  granted  for  these  purposes,  so  much  thereof  as 
may  l:>e  necessary  to  be  used  to  carry  out  the  plans  as  outlined  above 
and  in  line  wnth  the  approximate  amounts  specified. 

FIFTH.  Agreements  with  the  French  and  Belgium  Govern- 
ments for  the  erection  of  such  memorials. 

The  only  agreements  required  would  be  the  assent  of  the  local 
officials  of  the  towns  in  which  the  monuments  and  bridge  are  to  be 
erected,  and  the  approval  of  the  Beaux  Arts  Commission,  which  we 
are  assured  can  be  obtained  when  the  plans  are  submitted. 

While  investigating  the  battle  fields  the  Commission  called  on 
the  Mayors  of  Fismes,  IMontfoucon,  Nantillois,  Audenard  and  \’ar- 
ennes,  in  each  case  the  Commission  were  assured  of  their  co-o])eration 
and  support  and  their  willingness  to  have  such  a monument  and 
bridge  erected. 


Official  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  of  the  town  of 
\’arennes  granting  permission  to  erect  the  monument  in  the  Place  du 
Chateau,  as  evidenced  liy  a certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting- 
attached  hereto. 


There  is  also  attached  hereto  a sketch  of  the  town  of  Varennes 
showing  the  relative  location  of  the  Place  du  Chateau  and  the  so- 
called  Chateau  Site  (shaded  in  red),  referred  to  in  the  first  recom- 
mendation. 


SIXTFI. 
fully  submitted. 


The  report  of  the  Commission  is  herewith  respect- 
( Signed) 


WILLIAM  G.  PRICE,  JR.  ' 
DA\'ID  J.  DAVIS. 

SAMUEL  Mb  FLEMING,  ]R. 
TIMOTtlY  O.  \WN  ALENh 
GEO.  H.  STEWART,  JR. 

Commission. 


Dated,  Flarrisburg,  Pa.,  February  5th,  1923. 
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